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DILLIGRAMODAYA ABHIYAN

List five key problems
of villages, find solution
L-G to DMs

in two days:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 1

AT A meeting to review the
progress of 'Dilli Gramodaya
Abhiyan', L-G VK Saxena
Thursday directed the District
Magistrates whovisited the cap-
ital’s villages under the initiative
to list five of the most important

lutions for these within two days.

The DMs, under Saxena’s in-
structions, had visited a few vil-
lages on two occasions - on
January 7 and 8, and on January
27and 28 whenthey even stayed
there overnight. Apart from in-
teracting with residents of the
identified villages as well as the
neighbouring villages, the offi-
dals sought firsthand experience
and feedback about the prob-
lems being faced by them.

“The L-G had instructed for
this exercise to be undertaken so
that developmental and upgra-
dation projects under the Dilli
mented by the DDA could be in
syncwiththe actual deficiencies
and demands on ground,” offi-

o

cials said.

TheDMshadvisited these ar-
eas along with officials of stake-
holder departments and‘agen-
cies, including the DDA, MCD,
PWD and DJB, following which
they shared their experiences
and apprised Saxena of feedback
from the ground regarding issues
such as lack of civic infrastruc-
ture, connectivity and sanitation.

Officials said the L-G directed
the DMs to submit a report list-
ing five of the most important is-
sues being faced by villages in
two days and also list tangible
projects to address them.

+ “He advised that these proj-
ects, to be undertaken as part of
the programme, be imple-
mented within the shortest pos-
sible time frame so that people
could start benefiting from them
immediately,” the official further
said.
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Tllegal construction:
'MCD behind half of

poor AQ],

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The capital has
been reduced toaslum, an an-
gry Delhi High Court said on
Thursday, lashing out at the
Municipal Corporation of

- Delhi (MCD) and Delhi Deve-

lopment Authority (DDA)
while hearing several cases
of illegal construction.

“So much unauthorised
construction is going on. It is
visible from one kilometreand
that too in the heart of the ci-
ty,” the court noted in a case of
illegal construction near the
Nizamuddin police station.

The court said even after
rains, the air quality index
(AQI) remains poor, adding

‘ that “half of it is contributed

by MCD” duetounauthorised
constructions allowed by it.
“First your officers make

* money in allowing construc-

tion, then again in demolis-

" hing structures...this jugal-

bandihas to bestopped...very
sad affairs you have reduced

the city to,” an anguished

. bench of acting Chief Justice
. Manmohan and Justice Man-
| meet PS Arora remarked, up-
‘'set with the failure of MCD
“ and DDA toactagainst unaut-
. horised constructionnear Ni-
I zamuddin kiBaoliand Barak-
{‘hamba Tomb, two centrally-

il

‘protected monuments.
‘Thebench was incensed to

‘note that despite a claim by

the clvic body that the premi-
ses were sealed, illegal const-
ruction resulted in addition
of extra floors to an already-

. | sealed guesthouse that was il-

legallybuilton a DDA land ne-
arthe monuments,

Directing the presence of
the owner of the building, the
court said *prima facie, the
matter reqiires investigation
by CBI". This “ping-pong bet-
ween" the authorities will stop
after CBI gets into action, itre-

. marked, Indlcatingan orderto
' thiseffect may be passed,

“In New Delhi area, thisis

happening, What is happe-

says HC

HIGH COURT SAYS

So much unauthorised
construction is going
on. It is visible from one
kilometre and that foo
in the heart of the city

”

ning in far-flung areas?” the
bench wondered, demanding
an explanation on how const-
ruction was carried out bet-
ween the second and fifth flo-
ors when the lower floors we-
renever desealed.

The proceedings took pla-
ce on a public interest litiga-
tion filed by NGO Jamia Ara-
bia Nizamia Welfare Educa-
tion Society. The plea alleged
that DDA, MCD, Delhi Police
and Archaeological Survey
of India had failed to stop
the construction at the
guesthouse, located within
100 metres of the centrally-
protected monuments.

1t also contended that a
large number of similar gu-
esthouseshad beenallowed to
operate in the area and the
structures posed threats to
the environment, heritage
and cultural significance of
thearea.

The plea has sought a di-
rection to the authorities to
“fulfil their constitutional

- obligations and duties” and

stop the alleged illegal and
unauthorised construction at
theguesthouse.

On Thursday, the court ca-
me across three-four peti-
tions complainingof authori-
ties either ignoring or failing
to check illegal construc
tions. It was unhappy that in
one case, DDA had sat quiet
while unauthorised const-
ruction took place and later
told the court that it was no
longer in the possession of
the premises.

On Wednesday, the bench
had pulled up MCD officlals for
illegaland unauthorised const-
mctlonmChmdmﬁMahal. ;
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LG directs chief secy, other senior
officials to stay a night in villages

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK
Saxena on Thursday directed the chief
secretary, principal secretaries and se-
cretaries, and heads of various depart-
ments to visit and stay in the villages
overnight in the second week of Feb.

The visits of thetop city bureaucrats
will be part of the *Dilli Gramodaya Ab-
hiyan’, launched by Saxena for develop-
mentof Delhi’s villages.

In ameeting at his secretariat, LG al-
sotook feedback from all district magist-
rates who made two visits to the identifi-
ed villages in Jan and stayed there over-
night. Saxena asked the DMs to submita
report listing five most important pro-
blemsplaguingthecity’srural andurba-
nised villages and their workable solu-
tions within twodays.

Saxena listened to the experiences
gathered by the DMs over their last two
visits to the villages and their ‘samvaad’
(interaction) with the residents on Jan

The visits of the top bureaucrats
of the capital will be part of

the Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan,
launched by Saxena for
development of Delhi’s villages

7-8 and 27-28 on common problems affec-
tingthevillagers.

The DMs’ visits were planned toensu-
re the developmental and welfare pro-
jects being implemented by Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA) were in sync
with the actualdeficienciesand demands
onground,” said a Raj Niwas official.

While DDA has recently got over Rs
800 crore, the gram sabha fund that was
earlier in control of the revenue depart-
ment of Delhi govt, for the rejuvenation
of nearly200 urbanised villages, 49 rural
villages would be rejuvenated from Rs
480 crore of the village development
fund.

The DMs had visited the villages

alongwithofficials of all stakeholderde-
partments and agencies such as DDA,
MCD, public works and irrigation and
flood control departments, and Delhi Jal
Board, amongothers.

“The DMs shared their experiences
and apprised the LG of the feedback
from ground. The major issues thathave
cometoforeincludelackof civicinfrast-
ructure, connectivity and sanitation,”
said a Raj Niwas official, adding that the
LG has issued clear directions that the
work should be started to address the is-
sues within the shortest possible time
frame so that people start benefiting
from them immediately.

The DMs will also undertake field vi-
sitstothe villagesevery Saturday.

The Officials informed LG that the
work to provide piped gas to all villages
was in advance stages. While 69 villages
had already been provided with the gas
pipeline, work was expected to be comp-
leted in 39 within a month and surveys
were being conducted in142 villages.

HC: Why ‘600-Yr-Old’
Mosque Demolished?

Asks DDA If Prior Notice Was Given Before Action

Abhinav.Garg The court was hearing onthenextdatetheargument
@timesgroup.com plea Delhi of the managing committee

an urgent W that “thereligions committee

New Delhi: Delhi High Court waqi M. m““ﬂ the has no jurisdiction to order
has asked Delhi Development action taken by theland-  any demolition action and
Authority toanswer if itgave  owning agency for razing the DDA’ reliance on the re-
prior notice before demolis- .ﬂ.e:a_w mosque commendations is notlegal”.

hirig a mosque in Mehrauli
two days ago, In proceedings
that took place on Wednesday,
thecourt alsodirected DDA to
explainthebasison whichthe
decision to raze the property
was taken. The order was ma-
de publiconThursday.

The court was hearing an
urgent plea by Delhi Waaf Bo-
ard, assailing the action ta-
ken by the land-owning agen-
¢y for razing "the 600-year-
old” mosque. The managing
committee of the wagl board
alleged that no prior notice
was given to the imam of Ak-
honji Masjid,

Defending its move, DDA
said the demolition action in
respect of the concerned pro-
perty was taken on the recom-
mendations of the religious
committee, It said the com-

mittee gave its recommenda-
tion on Jan 4, The agency furt-
her claimed that before the
committeereached itsconclu-
sionand took thedecision last
month, ithadalready granted
an opportunity of hearing to
the CEO of the waaf board, It
contested the stand of the pe-
titioner board that the agen-
cy'saction wasillegal.

After a brief hearing,
Justice Sachin Datta asked
DDA to “file its reply withina
period of one week clearly
settingout theaction that has
been taken in respect of the
concerned property and the
basis thereof.”

The court posted the mat-
ter for further hearingon Feb
12. It also agreed to examine

On Jan 30, DDA carried
out a demolition exercise in
Mehrauli when its squad of
bulldozers razed the mosque
and nearby structures, ter-
ming them unauthorised
constructions. It cited the
mandatetoridtheridgeof en-
croachments, as directed by
theridge management board.

Incidentally, in Sept last
year, DDA had assured the co-
urt that it won't demolishany
legitimate properties owned
by the wagf board in and aro-
und Mehrauli Archaeologi-
cal Park. The statement by
DDA had led the court to dis-
poseof a petition by the waaf
board, which had apprehen-
sions that while removing
unauthorised structures,
DDA was also clearing waqf
properties.
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RESPONSE SOUGHT WITHIN A WEEK

Demolition of Mehrauli mosque:
HC seeks explanation from DDA

Bench asks whether any prior notice was given before undertaking action

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 1

THE DELHI High Court has asked
the Delhi Authority
(I_)m}m inform the court the ba-
5is on which Akhoondji Masjid -
amosque located in the city's
Mehrauli area and believed to be
centuries old - was demolished
by the authority on January 30.

A single-judge bench of

Justice Sachin Datta,inits January
31 order, said, “Letthe DDA file its
reply withina period of oneweek
dearly setting out the action that
has been taken in respect of the
concerned property and the ba-
sis thereof and as towhether any
Prior notice wasgiven before tak-
ing the demolition action”.

DDA'scounsel had submitted
that the demolition action was
taken pursuant to the “recom-

Themosque was demolished by the authority on January 30,

mendations of the Religious
Committee”, It was submitted
that prior to taking the decision
on the demolition on January 4,
ﬂlempnﬁmehadgi\man"ap-
lsghm_lmyoﬂlearir:gmthe&onf

The petitioner, the Managing
Committee of the Delhi Wagf
Board represented by advocate
Shams Khwaja, had “vehe-
mently” submitted that the
Religious Committee has “no ju-
risdiction toorder any demolition

action”,

Justice Datta, thereafter, said
this aspect shall be considered on
the next date of hearingand listed
the matter on February 12.

The HC was hearing an appli-
cation for interim relief pertain-
ing to the demolition of the
mosque, the Behrul Uloom
madrasa,and various graves, filed
ina 2022 pending matter.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Zakir Hussain, who has

been the mosque’s Imam for the
last 1.5 years, had said, "Wewere
barely given 10 minutes to gather
our things before the machines

bqilt during Razia Sultana's
reign

TELLS DDA, MCD

Capital has
become a
slum, stop
passing the
buck: HC

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 1
THE DELHI High Court Thursday
told the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) and Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)to
stop “passing the buck” to each
other whileexpressingitsconcermn
over their “failure” to act against
“unauthorised construction” near
Nizamuddin ki Baoli and
Barakhamba Tomb, which are
monuments.
The HC was hearing a PIL
moved by NGO Jamia Arabia
Nizamia Welfare Education
Society claiming that “illegal and
unauthorised construction™was
being done at ‘Khasra no. 556
Ziyrat guest house’ near the baoli.
A division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan and
Justice Manmeet Pritam Singh
Arora orally said, “You (MCD and
DDA)are supposed o function as
one. You are twoanthorities wor-
king simultaneously at the high-
est position_ Itisavery sad state of
affairsyou'vereduced thedty to.-
Too muchunauthorised construc-
tion is going on_.. This jugalbandi
that's going on needs to be
stopped. What are you doing to
this city? It's become a slum. This
ishappeninginNew Delhiarea”

The MCD counsel submitted
that “despite the firstand second
floor of the property being
sealed”, the erstwhile owner had
sold the property to another per-
son (the present owner on the
third, fourth and fifth floors of
the property). “even though the
land belongs to DDA™.

“This court findsit surprising
that encroachmentof public land,
illegal and unauthorised con-
struction at such a massive scale
has taken place in the heart of
Delhi virtually under the nose of
officials of MCD, DDA, ASl and
Police. This court is of the prima
facie view that the matter re-
quires to be investigated by the
CBL"the HC said and directed the
presentowner toappear beforeit
on the next date of hearing.

“This ping pong will stoponce
we get the CBl in. DDA and MCD
officials will get active. You are
both passing the buck to each
other... Between the two, some-
onehad totake adecisionand one
of the respondents has failed us.

Who has failed us, that we will
come to know through CBI. You
are tumingyour backs to this. This

isnotacceptable,” the bench orally
said. The matter is next listed on
February 7.
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Green belt adjacent to Vijay Ghat
and Shanti Van to be beautified

Vibha.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Continuing its
efforts to revamp the area
around samadhis on Ring Ro-
ad, Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA) has finalised a
plan for streetscaping and be-
autification of the green belt
and serviceroad next to Vijay
Ghatand Shanti Van.

“The project is waiting
for some technical appro-
vals, after which work will
start at the site soon. We aim
to increase plantation and
install artefacts, rock sculp-
tures, decorative lights and
fountains. Other beautifica-
tion work will alsobe carried
out to improve aesthetics,”
an official said, adding that
DDA is aiming to complete
the project by March.

The green belt lies betwe-
en Mahatma Gandhi Marg
and the service lane adjacent
tothe memorial at Vijay Ghat
and Shanti Vanon its eastern
side. On the western side lie
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TIME FOR A MAKEOVER: Outside Vijay Ghat

Red Fort and Shahjahana-
bad, theold walled city.

“The width of the green
belt is about 26 metres. A
sandstoneclad toe wall,
which is nearly 400mm high,
surroundsthegreenbelt. The
green belt stretch is 700 met-
reslong along Vijay Ghat and
600 metres long along Shanti
Van,” said the official.

At present, on the side of
the service lane, an open dra-
in runs parallel at the edge of
the green belt. “Revamp work
will be carried out hetween
two locations — location A
and B — where connectivity
between Mahatma Gandhi
Marg and service lane ex-
ists,” said the official.

To give a new lease of
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life to the green area on
Red Fort’s rear side along
Mahatma Gandhi Marg and
nearby parks in Walled
City DDA has already
prepared a plan for a com-
prehensive makeover.

DDA is working on a plan
to revamp four parks — Dilli
Chalo, Ghata Masjid, Urdu
Academy and Sadbhavna
Park — spread over 37 acres
and about 1.7km long along
Ring Road. Work on these is
expected to begin in Februa-
ry. Recently, the details were
discussed and a deadline
was fixed in a meeting hea-
ded by the lieutenant gover-
nor and DDA chairman VK
Saxena with officials. There
is a target to complete the
work in phases, beginning
with June thisyear.

“The project goes in line
with Kartavya Path and aims
to provide similar recreatio-
nal opportunities for the pub-
lic. The LG has been monito-
ring it regularly,” stated the
authority. ;
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Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan: LG

asks of

Sanjeev K Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena on Thursday said that
in February, all heads of depart-
ment of the Delhi government,
visit remote villages in the Capital
and stay there to take stock of the

in a review meeting with the dis-
trict magistrates, who shared their
experiences during the last two
“Samvaad” visits to villages across
the city to formulate the way for-
ward under the “Dilli Gramodaya

| Abhiyan” of the Delhi Develop-

ment Authority (DDA).

The meeting wasalso attended
by the chief secretary, divisional
commissioner, DDA vice-chair-
person, development commis-
sioner, principal secretary (PWD),
chief executive officer (Delhi Jal
Board), municipal corporation of
Delhi (MCD) commissioner and
other senior officials.

“Saxena directed that the next
visit be planned by the middle of
this month. Principal secretaries,
secretaries, heads of department,
apart from the chief secretary, will
visit identified villages, and stay
overnight to take stock of the situa-
tion. The LG also directed the DMs
to submit a report listing the five
mostimportant issues being faced
by the villagers in their respective
districts within two days. They
were also asked to enlist tangible
projects to address them,” said a
senior officer of the LG secretariat,
asking not to be named.

Saxena also asked the officials
to complete all projects under the
Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan as soon
as pOSSIble so that people could

from them.

TheDMs on LG'sinstructions,
visited identified villages on Janu-
ary 7 and 8 and then on January 27
and 28. They stayed overnight and
interacted with the villagers to get
feedback about the problems.

Meanwhile, senior DDA offi-
cials said that overnight stays in
remote villages will not only

ficials to visit villages

ensure the success of Dilli Gramo- |
daya butwill also provide |
ﬂeldexpenmcetoﬂlesemomm- 1|
AsaﬁorDDhoﬁda]snd."EaI
lier, many of our projects could not
bemnpletadduetoalackofcnm
dination between various stake-
holders. But now there will be a
proper sync with the actual defi-
ciencies and demands on the |
, we hope to complete it
before time.” he said, asking notto

AnkﬂaAm.rﬂ.DM(mﬂmat),
said that staying in the villages was
aunique experience. “Inourarea, |
two wllages - Tatesar in |

mRohmlamsmeseleded.nm

ing our stay, we solved some of the
problemlilaemerepau‘nfmds

and floodlights. We could also see
the conditions of schools and com-
munity halls. And since all the
stakeholders were present, the
work was immediately assigned to
the departments concerned,” said
Anand. She stayed at Tatesar on
January 27 and 28.
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L-G reviews u pdate
of ‘Dilli Gramodaya

yan’ from DMs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena reviewed
the update of “Dilli Gramodaya
Abhiyan” from District Mag-
istrates during a meeting held
on Thursday, said sources from
Raj Niwas.

The meeting was held in
the presence of the Delhi Chief
Secretary, Naresh Kumar, Divi-
sional Commissioner, Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
Vice Chairperson, Develop-
ment Commissioner, Public
Works Department (PWD)
Principal . Municipal
Corporation of De]hx (MCD)
Commissioner, all District
Magistrates and other senior
officials.
ing the meeting, Saxena

the DMs to submita

instru

i report of the five most signifi-
cant issues in their respective

districts within two

The DMs had initially been
instructed to visit the identi-
fied village on January 7-8, and
January 27-28 to interact with
the residents and understand
their experiences and prob-
lems, They were accompanied
by officials of the DDA, MCD,
PWD, Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
and Irrigation and Flood Con-

| trol Department (I&EC).

The visiting officials were
expected to stay overnight for
the interaction, so that the

could ensure that

the Abhiyaan, being imple-

mented by the Delhi Devel-

| opment Authont)r (DDA), is

aware of the actual deficiencies
and demands of the villages,
the sources mentioned,

“It was informed that the

" work of providing piped gas to

Key Points
»Durlngﬂ'nemoefhg,
Saxena instructed the
DMs to submit a report
of the five most significant
issues in their respective
districts within two days
» The DMs had initially
been instructed to visit
the identified village on
Jarwary 7-8, and
Jorwary 27-28 to
interact with the residents
and understand their

experiences and problems |

all the villages was in advance
stages, wherein 69 villages had
already been provided with the
same, 39 villages where work
was expected to be completed
within a month and 142 vil-
lages where surveys were being
conducted,” they added.

The L-G also directed
another visit to the vi
the middle of February. The
Chief Secretary, along with
Principal Secretaries, Secretar-
ies, and Heads of Departments
will visit the identified villages
and stay overnight to take feed-
back from the residents.

Additionally, Saxena has
aSdelhtDMslocﬂndnctreg
ular field visits to the villages
onSatu:da}'s.saldRajmw

|
]
|
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STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

Delhi Lt Governor (LG)
VK Saxena on Thursday
chaired a meeting to review
| the experiences gathered and
ained by the District
gistrates (DMs) over their
last two “Samvaad” visits to
villages across the city aimed
at formulating the way for-
ward under the
“DilliGramodayaAbhiyan” of
the Delhi Development
Authority(DDA).
The major issues including
lack of civic infrastructure,
connectivity and sanitation
came to the fore in the feed-
back to Saxena.
The DMs had visited identi-
fied villages on January 7-8
and January 27-28 and stayed
the night over, apart from
interacting with the residents
of these villages and those in
the neighbourhood, to get a
first-hand experience and
feedback about the problems
faced by them.
The LG had instructed for
this exercise to be undertak-

TN o T P e e

LG chairs meet to review DMs
experiences in ‘Samvaad’ visits

L

-

-
fGeeh snmtan alirenme

Sl

en so that developmental and
upgradation projects under
the recently launched
“DilliGramodayAbhiyan”
being implemented by the
DDA, could be in sync with
the actual deficiencies and
demands on ground.

The DMs, who had visited
these areas along with officials
of all stakeholder depart-
ments / agencies like DDA,
MCD, PWD, D]B and I&FC
shared their experiences and
apprised the LG of the feed-
back from ground.

The LG directed the DMs to
submit a report listini five
most important issues being
faced by the villages in their
respective districts within two
days and also enlist tangible
projects to address them. He
advised that these projects to
be undertaken under the
“DilliGramodayaAbhiyan”,
should be implemented with-
in the shortest possible time-
frame so that people could
start benefitting from them
immediately.

Saxena also directed that in
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the next visit to be planned by
the middle of this month,
Principal Secretaries /[
Secretaries / HoDs, apart
from the Chief Secretary him-
self will visit identified wil-
lages, stay the night over and
taie stocﬁ of the situation on
ground. He further asked the
DMs to undertake regular
field visits in the villages
every Saturday.

It was informed that the
work of Eroviding piped gas
to all the villages was in
advance stages, wherein 69
villages had already been
provided with the same, 39
villages where work was
expected to be completed
within a month and 142 vil-
lages where surveys were
being conducted.

Those present in the meeting
included the Chief Secretary,
Divisional Commissioner, VC
(DDA), Development
Commissioner, Principal
Secretary (PWD) / CEO
(D]B), Commissioner
(MCD), all DMs and other

i e
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senior officials.
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