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10 parks to get theme-based - ' AAP slams ‘unlawful’
makeover to attract children

Vibha.Sharma®@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: To create more child-friendly
and interactive spaces in the city, Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has iden-
tified 10 parks, mostly located on main ro-
ads, todevelop theme-based facilities,

Unlike conventional parks with just
swings and green corners, these parks
will have playful interactive sculptures
or swings in different shapes and designs
inspired by interesting themes. To keep
children engaged, puzzle activities will
also be added. For example, one park will
be developed on the theme of sea world,

_ with swings in blue and in the shapes of
marine animals; another will be a robo-
tic-themed park, with swings and sculp-
turesmaking movements like robots.

A park will also be inspired by DNA,
the genetic code unique to every indivi-
dual. “We have decided to create fibre
swingsin the shpae of DNA withmultiple
entrances so that many children can play
there at a time,” said an official. India’s
national bird peacock will be the theme
of another park, where 25ft-tall sculptu-
res will be installed at the center and the
swings will be eoloured or designed like
peacock feathers.

“The idea behind introducing the the-
mes is to increase children’s general
knowledgeand interests. Theparkswill be
equipped with multi-play equipment, aga-
zebo, swings and slides,” said an official.

Thel0locationsare Outer Ring Road in

Mangolpuri, SU block Pitampura in Kes-
havpuram, Hauz Khasparking insouth zo-
ne, Sector 21 Rohini park in Narela, Qudsia
Park in Sadar Paharganjzone, nearGanga .
Ram Hospital in Karol Bagh, Central Park

in Dilshad Garden, Bhagat Singh Park in
Civil Lines, Swasthya Vihar in Shahdara
south and Vikaspuri in west zone.

Qut of its 12 zones, MCD has success-
fully implemented the concept at three
places — Nandan Van at Greater Kailash
I, New Friends Colony and Woodland Ad-
venture Park at Dwarka. It has also deve-
loped an adventure park at Safdarjung
Development Area, but it needs to be im-
proved, said officials.

In 2015, Delhi High Court had directed
the civic bodies to create spaces where
children could play safely. In a 2016 study,
Delhi Commissionfor Protectionof Child
Rights also expressed the same view,

Theerstwhile south corporationdeve-
loped Nandan Van in 2018 as a park with
many recreational activities for the child-
renup to12 years. “We aim to create simi-
lar places in other zones, dotted with in-
teractive spaces to engage children both
physicallyandmentally,” said theofficial.

AttheDwarka park, developedonaro-
und one acre of land, DDA has installed
innovative closures and rope bridges bet-
ween trees. “Full of shades, people can
spend time here even in the afternoon.
Wwith tree decks and colourful cartoon
characters all over the park, children ha-

vealotof funhere,” said the official.

use of bulldozers in
Delhi, BJP hits back

Times News Network

New Delhi: AAP and BJP
blamed each other on Mon-
| day for the demolition of se-
| wveral jhuggis in Mehrauli's
Gosiya Colony in Feb 2023.
While urban development
minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
alleged that Delhi Develop-
| ment Authority (DDA) had
demolished the jhuggis and

* BJP blamed Delhigovt for it.
Bharadwaj said the truth
cameout when local residents
moved Delhi High Court,
which rebuked DDA for its

urt, while hearing the
plea of the basti dwel-
lers, imposed astay on
the demolition of abo-
ut 400 such jhuggis
and multistorey buil-
| manded the BJP-led
central government’s agency
DDA. HC questioned how the
slum could be demolished
when it was listed in the clus-
tered area of Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board.”
Delhi BJP, however, accu-
sed Bharadwaj of shedding
“crocodile tears™ and raising
“political rhetoric” instead
of arrangingrelief work,
Bharadwaj said the cen-
tral government that suspen-
ded officerson trivial matters
should explain what action it
was planning to take against
the officers who demolished
the slums illegally. “Sofar no
action hasbeen taken against
any officer because all of
them were only following the
divectives of the BJP-led cen-

tral government,” he alleged.

He claimed several listed
slum clusters had been demo-
lished in nearly one year on
BJP’s directions. “Archaeolo-
gical Survey of India demolis-
hed a slum located in Tughla-
gabad Fort. Several listed
slum clusters in Dhaula Kunamn,
Pragati Maidan, Sundar Nur-
sery, Karkardooma and Jasola
have been illegally demolis-
hed. Central govt promised
“Jahan Jhuggi Wahin Maka-
an’, but did not keep it.”

The AAP leader said,
“BJP MPs should tell if they
have spoken to the DDA cha-
irman or wrote to’him
or had any meeting
with the LG to stop the
demolition of slums.”

Delhi BJP spoke-
sperson Praveen Shan-
kar Kapoor claimed the
slum clusters were de-
molished either on co-
urt orders or due to the
development requirement by
Municipal Corporation of
ment and DDA. “The respon-
sibility of resettlement lies
with DUSIB. Bharadwaj sho-
uld explain what DUSIB has
done for the resettlement of
shum dwellers in the past 10

“The poor people of Delhi
are disappeinted that nearly
50,000 resettlement scheme fla-
ts built in various areas of Del-
hi have been lying unallocated
for the past 12 years. Many of

minister Bharadwaj
plain why his govt was yet toal-
lot theseflats to the needy”
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AAP, BJP spar over
slum rgl_l.‘_abilitation

R e BT SR B
HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELMI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Monday alleged
that the Centre and its agencies
have carried outa series of dem-
olition drives at slum, or JJ, clus-
ters in Delhi over the last year,
.and that no rehabilitation has
been carried out in these cases.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
 (BIP) hitback, accusing the AAP
government in Delhi of not
doing anything for the resettle-
ment of slum dwellers, and of
engaging in political rhetoric.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Delhi cabinet minister Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj said several
demolition drives have
over the past year, including
three recently in Jasola, Karkar-
| dooma, and Adarsh Nagar. “Over
the last year, people are settling
under fiyovers and public spa-
ces. These are the people whose
houses are being demolished. I
appeal to BJP MPs to stop these
demolitions,” he said.
Bharadwaj said that no action
has been taken against the offi-
cers who were responsible for
these drives. He added that the
courts have pulled up the agen-
cies in many cases. “Therewasa
demolition drive in Tughlagabad
and more than 1000 homes were

destroyed without any rehabili- -

tation. Mehrauli colony, Dhaula
Kuan, Pragati Maidan, Sunder

—_

Nursery JJ cluster and so many
other places which were listed
clusters of DUSIB have seen
demolition. Such listed clusters
can't be damaged without reha-
bilitation,” he said.

In response, the BJP said that
the Delhi government was
engaging in political rhetoric,
rather than arranging relief
work.

“Bhardwaj mentioned thatin
some places in Delhi, slums have
been demolished either on the
orders of some court or due to
the requirements of develop-
ment by the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi, Public Works
Department, and DDA. The min-
ister raised unfortunate political
rhetoric instead of arranging
relief work. The responsibility of
resettlement work in Delhi lies
with the Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB) of
the Delhi government. It would
be better if Bharadwaj explains
what DUSIB has done for the
resettlement of sum dwellers in
the last 10 years,” Delhi BIP
spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said. :

Kapoor said that nearly
50,000 resettlement scheme flats
in various areas of Delhi have
been unallocated for the past12
years. “Many of these flats have
deteriorated due to lack of main-
tenance, but the Kejriwal gov-
ernment has notallocated a sin-
gle flat to anyone” he said.
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NEW DELHI: The AAP on
Monday hit out at the B]P over
“demolition actions” in the city
allegedly by central agencies
in the past few months, as it
sought to know the stand of
seven Delhi MPs of the saffron |
party on the issue.
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ence here, Delhi Urban Devel-
opment Minister and AAP’s
national spokesperson Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj also claimed
that people were being “ren-
dered homeless™ as J] clusters
and other structures were being
dismantled “without rehabili-

Addressing a press confer-

Saurabh Bharodwaj

central agency.

tating” the affected people.
There was no immediate
reaction from the BJP or any

One can see many people

letter to him?'

1 want to ask all the seven MPs of BJP in
Delhi whether they are standing with these
demolition actions. If not, what have they
done to stop demolition, have they met the
vice chairman of the DDA or written any

listed structures warrant that
rehabilitation of affected peo-
ple be undertaken before tak-
ing any demolition action, he
added. The Delhi minister said
that these people voted for the
BJP MPs in the national capital.

“I want to ask all the seven
MPs of BJP in Delhi whether
they are standing with these

living beneath flyovers and on
footpaths, and these are people
who have been rendered home-
less “due to such actions’, the
AAP leader told reporters,
A number of "demolition
actions” are being taken in

o el

ing party at the Centre.

the national capital by central
agencies, Bharadwaj claimed,
as he hit out at the BJP, the rul-

He alleged that bulldozers
have also been run over “listed”
clusters. As per rules, such

demolition actions. If not, what
have they done to stop demo-
lition, have they met the vice
chairman of the DDA or writ-
ten any letter to him? Were any
of them present at the site of
demolition when such actions
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AAP slams BJP over ‘demolition actions’ in national capital

were being taken? Have they

met the (Delhi)

waj asked. He also alleged that
“some agencies” often “mis-
lead courts to get a demolition

order”, adding

tion is “not being furnished to
courts” on status of clusters.
Later in a statement, the

AAP alleged

authorities have “unlawfully
used bulldozers” on thousands
of people’s homes.

The BJP-led government
“has failed to fulfil PM Modis
promise of ‘Jahan Jhuggh

Wahin Makan”,

-G Bharad-

full informa-

that central

it said. AGENCIES
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