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Tlegal construction on a ‘scale

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Illegal construc-
tion is going on in Delhiona
“scale previously unheard
of”, often in the heart of the
capital, Delhi High Court sa-
id on Tuesday, orderinga CBI
probe intoonesuch case.
“The property inquestion
is a stone’s throw away from
the local police booth. From
the documents onrecord, itis
notclear astohow the proper-
ty from a graveyard becamea
single-room godown and tur-
ned into a two-storey buil-
ding and then a five-storey
building. No permission or
sanction from any statutory
authority has been placed on
record,” a bench of acting
Chief Justice Manmohan

zamuddin ki Baoli and Ba- 2 {
rakhamba tomb. "

Deeply perturbed to find ;
three additional floors were
added whilethebuildingrema-
ined sealed by Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD), HC
roped in CBI and said despite
the multiplicity of authorities
and an elaborate system of
checks and balances, there is
nofearof law and illegal const-
ruction has mushroomed.

The court observed that
“encroachment is the worst
formof civil wrongand itislike
committingdacoityastheland-

owning agency loses its land in

the process and the public at

largelosesa valuableasset”. ‘REFORM NEED!
“This court is of the view  away from local p:

that structural reforms are

room godown to a

olice booth, had turned
two-storey building and

previously

d the property, a stone's throw
from a graveyard to a single-
then a five-storey building

ment Authority (DDA) vice-
chairman and the MCD com-
missioner to put structural
reforms in place and devise
new strategies to deal with
the menace of encroachment
as well as illegal and unaut-
horised construction.

HC was troubled thateven
today, MCD relies on tapes
and strings toseal a building
and puncturesthe roofs parti-
ally inthename of demolition
of a structure, which is why
theseal inganddemomion ac-
tion does not have any deter-
rent effect. HC said status quo
suits theexecutiveas itis “sa-
tisfied and unwilling to re-
form the system”. The court
called for use of easily acces-
sible technologies, including
drones, satellite images and

required in the workingof re-

andJustice Manmeet PS Aro-
ranoted, referring to the pre-
mises near ASI-protected Ni-

spondents (authorities)tode-
al with illegal and unauthori-
sed constructions of such gi-

ant magnitude. The issue of
overlapping jurisdiction ne-
eds to be resolved by issuing

7 fecell, 21 Beadl, 2024

clear and cogent practice di-
rections,” the bench said, di-
recting the Delhi B‘evglop-

digital maps, to counter the
problem of encroachments
and illegal construction.
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HC was hearing a public
interestlitigation by NGO Ja-
mia Arabia Nizamia Welfare
Education Society which cla-
imed that “illegal and unaut-
horised construction” was
being carried out at Ziyrat
guest house near Baoli gate,
Hazrat Nizamuddin dargah,
close to the police booth. The
MCD counsel stated thateven
the ground, first and second
floors were illegal and infor-
med thecourt thattheproper-
ty hasnow been fully razed to
the ground.

Underlining that respon-
sibility needs to be fixed and
the role of the parties invol-
ved in the illegal construc-
tion of the guest house ex-

, HC directed the
MCD oner and the
DDA vicechairmanto launch
aninquiryand fixliabilityen
errantofﬁcials.
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Walkways and food court
at Dwarka water channels

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena on Tuesday inaugu-
rated two rejuvenated and beau-
tified stormwater channels in
the Dwarka sub-city, the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
said in a statement.

The two channels had become
open sewers and have been
cleaned up, with green spaces
and "riverfront facilities™ such as
acycle track, nature trails, walk-
ways, yoga pavilions, decks, and
pergola bridges built along
them, with further provision for
an open-air food court,
DDA added.

The two channels — one
5.2-km-long and the other
3.8-km-long — pass through
Dwarka's sectors 8, 9, 20, 23,19,
24, 3,13, 14, and 16, before merg-
ing with the Najafgarh drain
which drains into the Yamuna.

“] compliment DDA for com-
pleting the workin a time-bound
manner. The land has been allot-
ted for a diplomatic enclave and
state bhawans in Dwarka, which
will bring national and interna-
tional recognition to the sub-
city,” said LG Saxena.

‘A DDA official associated
with the project said the chan-
nels had become open SeWers.
“A lot of domestic wastewater
was di into these chan-
nels over the past few years from
adjoining neigh and

.

Walkway alonga drain inaugurated on Tuesday.

other areas lacking sewerage
facilities. The channels became
open sewers and resulted in
inhospitable situations in nearby
areas,” said the official, adding
that DDA intercepted and
treated the waste being dis-
charged into the channels.

The project has cost DDA
%300 crore.

The DDA statement said that
the channels will work as
“greenways” connecting Metro
stations to residential neigh-
bourhoods and upcoming pro-
jectssuchasa golf course, the
Bharat Vandana Park, and sports

complexes.

“The will also incor-
porate a solar arcade consisting
of 44 solar flowers with the
capacity. to generate 203KWp
A v e -
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and 30 solar trees each with
1KWp capacity that will be used
for lighting up the area,” the offi-
cial said.

DDA has also installed street
light poles and CCTV cameras
along the cycle track and walk-
way. “There is also provision for

daily necessities such as an
open-air food court, open-air
theatre, yoga pavilion, children’s
park, and public toilets,” the offi-
cial said.

LG Saxena also inaugurated
four cascade-type horse foun-
tains at the intersection of
Dwarka’s sectors 1and 7 and sec-
tors 2 and 6. “The fountains are
12 feet high and have been built
with redeveloped green areas
and barrier-free ramps,” the
DDA official said.

— .- -y <

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 21, 2024

llegal structures

in Nizamuddin

to face CBI probe

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Delhi high court
on Tuesday directed the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to
probe illegal construction at a
sealed guest house, located
within 100 metres of the cen-

| trally protected monument

Nizamuddin ki Baoli, saying that
the scale at which unauthorised
construction is going on in the
Capital despite multiplicity of
civic authorities and an elabo-
rate system of checks and balan-
ces is unheard of.

Taking note of the failure of
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) and Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) to act
against encroachment and ille-
gal construction, the court
opined that there was a need for
the civic authorities to undertake
structural reforms to improve its
functioning.

The bench led by acting chief
justice Manmohan directed the
authorities to devise new strate-
gies to deal with the issue, saying
that encroachment is akin to
dacoity as the land-owning
agency in the process loses its
land and the public loses its
assets, “It is apparent that the
administrative responsibility
needs to be fixed and the role of
the parties need to be examined.
MCD commissioner and DDA
vice-chairman are directed to

ensure that inquiries are set up
and responsibility is fixed. Since
FIR (first information report)
has already been registered by
local police, this court directs
transfer of the FIR to CBL" the
bench, also comprising justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora,
said in the order.

The court observed that struc-
tural reforms are required in the
working of the respondents to
deal with the issue of unautho-
rised construction. “In today’s
time, MCD is continuing to use
tapes to seal a building and is
normally puncturing the roofs

in the name of demoli-
tion. No wonder the sealing and
demolition actions are having no
effect,” the court said.

The court was considering a
plea filed by an NGO, Jamia Ara-
bia Nizamia Welfare Education
Society, seeking to halt and
demolish the illegal construction
that was being carried out in the
guest house, contending that a
large number of unauthorised
guest houses are running with-
out legal permission from
Nizamuddin West residential
colony.

“From the documents on
record it is not clear as to how

a single room godown became a
single storey and five storied
building. No documents have
been placed on record,” the
court noted.
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Drained Of Waste! Nature
Trail, Food Court And More

Saxena Inaugurates Two Revamped Trunk Drains In Dwarka
SMART TRANSFORMATION

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority's trunk dra-
ins in Dwarka, named No. 2
and No. 5, rejuvenated in a
project to curb waterlogging
and creategreenrecreational
space were inaugurated by li-
eutenant governor VK Saxe-
na on Tuesday. Though some
finishing work was required
to be done when TOI visited
the sites, officials claimed
that all pending tasks would
be completed by mid-March.

The Rs 300 crore project
included tapping the around
15 drain outlets and treating
their wastewater through
threemegasewage treatment
plants (STPs) before dum-
ping it into the trunk drains
connected to the Najafgarh
drain. It also included crea-
ting recreational facilities
alongthe5.2km No.2drainin-
cluding a nature trail, open
airfood court, open air theat-
re, three solar arcades and
two ecological zones. Plans
are also for the 3.8km drain
No. 5, which passes through
sectors 15, 13, 14, 17 and 16 of
Dwarka, to have similar re-
creation facilities.

“We have constructed
three STPs along these trunk
drains,” said an official on Tu-
esday. “Two STPs, one of 7mil-
lion litres a day (MLD) capaci-
ty and the other of SMLD are
ondrainNo.2.DrainNo,5hasa
95MLD STP. Two STPs have
been inaugurated, but work is
in progresson the SMLD one.”

Saxena said treated water
would be released into the
drains in a month’s time.
“Tertiary plants are also be-
ing installed. The quality of
water will be good and thp
biochemical oxygen
will be less than 10, 8|
se two trunk drains will mer-
ge with Sahibi River, earlier
called Najafgarh drain, the

. overall quality of water flo-
wing into the Yamuna will
improve,” the LG said.

with Najafgarh drain
Drain 2 "

52 km

adjoining colonies

nearby areas

Storm water drain 2 and 5 pass through .
many sectors of Dwarka before merging

THEY ARE ALSO CALLED TRUNK DRAINS
> Over the last few years, these drains
discharged domestic waste water from

in inhospitable conditions for people in

> To address these issues, DDA executed
the project to rejuvenate these drains by
sewerage interception and treatment

Three STPs
constructed along
these trunk drains

Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay

PROJECT ALSO INCLUDES

buffer zones and open areas
along these trunk drains

90% work completed and

development of adjacent green

these will be opened by mid-April

RECREATIONAL

FACILITIES

» 12km walking

track, moorum path,

natural trails, 9km

g

, secured en > Green corridors also

gates, pl'lbhc toilets, connect to metro stations,

children's play area, » Landscape lighting, food residential areas and

open alr theatre, food kiosks, arcade with 44 solar | major public areas like Golf

court, pedestrians bridges; flowers generating 203KW Course, Bharat Vandana

CCTV network per day electriclty, etc Park, sports complex, etc

He added that the connec-  203kW per day of electricity ronment for walks, jogging,

tion of the airport drain near and 30 solar trees each with  cycling, even the daily commu-

Sector 8 Dwarka to drain No. 2
would be finished in two
monthsand thiswould take ca-
re of the problem of waterlog-
ginginandaround theairport.

Among the recreational fa-

-y cilities developed on the sides

of thesedrains are al2km wal-
king track, a 9km cycling
track, yoga path, publictoilets,
children play area, open air
theatre, food court, and a solar
arcade consisting of 44 solar
flowers capable of generating

1kW capacity. The power gene-
rated will be used for the illu-
minationof the project area.
“Ontrunkdrain No.2, the-
reare two recreational comp-
lexes, one at Sector 9 with 30
kiosks and another nearby
with six food kiosks. On No. 5,
there are three complexes at
sectors 13, 3 and 16 with food
kiosks," said the official.
Officials claimed that the
rejuvenated channels would
provide a green and clean envi-

te to work. Riverfront ameniti-
es include viewing decks, per-
gola bridges and check dams.
Work is under way on some of
these facilities between the dra-
inand Bharat Vandana Park.

On Tuesday, the LG also
inaugurated four cascade-ty-
pe horse fountains at the in-
tersection of Sector 1/7 and
Sector 2/6 in Dwarka. He ad-
ded that there is a plan to in-
stall 80 such fountains in and
around the sub-city.
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clhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Tuesday inaugurated island
fountains and storm water
channels (SWC) 2 and 5 in
The rejuvenated chan-
nels will provide a green and
clean, refreshing environment
for the public to go out for
walks, jogging, cycling and
daily commute to and from
worl
This is as per the commitment
of the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to develop
world class infrastructure along
with green space and beautify
the Dwarka sub city. West
Delhi MP Parvesh Sahib Singh
and South Delhi MP Ramesh
Bidhuri, and other senior offi-
cials of the DDA were also pre-

PRE.

sent. The project has been
completed by DDA at the cost
of Rs 300 crore. The SWC 2 has
capacity of 7 MLD and SWC
5has 9.5 MLD capacity to treat
sewage.The rejuvenation of
storm water channels 2 and 5
to address the issuc of drainage
system, provide green space,
add to the public amenities and
beautify the Dwarka sub-city.
SWC2 and SWC5 Channels
pass through many sectors (8,
9,20, 23,19, 24 and Sectors 3,
13, 14, 16) of Dwarka before
merging with N:f‘afgarh drain
which further falls into River
Yamuna, SWC2 has length of
5.2 Kmand SWC5 hasa n‘glh
of 3.8 Km. Over the past few
years, these channels have been
subjected to discharge of
domestic waste waters from
adjoining colonies and other

\ THE HINDy

‘Pay rent, help us move out,

apartment residents tell DDA

Residents of “structurally unsafe” Signature View
Apartments (SVA) have written to the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA), asking it to
provide rent to those who are ready to vacate
their flats as per the mutually agreed terms. The

agency had offered to pay monthly rent to the
residents till the redevelopment is concluded

part of a rehabilitation package, the residents say.

However, in a letter to the urban bodyon -

February 15, SVA’s residents’ welfare association

said that despite a majority of the residents
their

to vacate their flats,

the DDA had not acknowledged their proposal

E\NSPA prS' | WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY 21,2024

LG inaugurates island fou

areas lacking sewerage facilities.
The channels became open
sewers and resulted in inhos-
itable situations in the near-
y areas.
To address these pollution
issues and boost the overall
environmental wellbeing, DDA
executed this project to reju-
venate the channels by sewer-
age interception and treatment
long with area development of
adjacent green buffer zones
and open areas, The channels
to act as greenways connecting
metro stations to the residen-
tial areas and major public
areas like Golf Course, Bharat
Vandana Park, sports complex
etc. along the entire length of
9 km and also incorporate a
solar arcade consisting of 44
nos. of solar flower with the
capacity to generate 203KWp

VICE

JED— e o

e

and 30 nos. of solar tree each
having capacity of 1KWp for
harnessing solar energy to be
used for the lighting in the pro-
ject area. All the solar power
facility is on grid.

Speaking at the event, Lt

ntains, storm w

560
"

Governor said that beautifica-
tion work of Delhi has just
begun and it will continue at a
faster pace in the days to come,
adding that lots of develop-
mental work have been under-
taken in the national capital in

ater channels in Dwarka

the recent past”l compliment
DDA for their hard work and
completing the work in a time
bound manner,” he said. He
further added land has been
allotted for Diplomatic Enclave
and state bhawans in Dwarka,
which will give national and
international recognition to
the sub-:ilr

The street light poles all along
the cycle track and walk way is
also provided along with the
facility of CCTV for the secu-
rity and surveillance of the
commuters. There is inclusion
of amenities such as a cycle
track, mooram path, natural
trails, and walkways, provi-
sion of daily necessities EI:: an
open air food court, open air
theatre, yoga pavilion, chil-
dren park, and easily accessible
public toilets, Furthermore,

there are riverfront activities
including viewing decks, per-
gola bridges, check dams.
The4 e-type horse foun-
tains of 12 feet each, con-
structed at the intersection of
sector 1/7 and sector 2/6
Dwarka, to further add to the
aesthetic beauty of the place.
The fountains have -
oped green areas and barrier
free ramps.

The DDA has been working on
mission mode under the con-
sistent guidance of Delhi LG
towards the development of
Dwarka sub-city and has
recently accomplished many
projects in this location, con-
structed affordable to premium
houses, built a state-of-the-art
DDA Sports lex at Sector
17 for health and fitness enthu-
siasts, foot-over-bridges for

T TEEE——

pedestrian safety, utsavpandal

to provide an economic festiv-

i[;yd:ption to the residents of
i

“Further developmental pro-
jects in Dwarka includes 200
acre Bharat Vandana Park
that would add to the green
cover of the city, Centres of
Excellence are being devel-
oped in multiple sports like
wrestling, weighl lifting, box-
ing, etc. and a huge public golf
course to further the public
health and wellness. All these
projects will be completed
this year. The work on the
construction of UER-II is fast
nearing completion, given the
rapid pace of execution, the
allocations for 2023-24 have
been enhanced from Rs. 920
crore to Rs. 1590 crore,” the
authority said in a statement.
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DATED

- 1G inaugufétes
fountains at Dwarka

DDA convenes rejuvenation proj-
ect for storm water channels

- xw,

L-6 VK Saxena during the inauguration, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Lieu-
tenant Governor (L-G) of
Delhi, V K Saxena inaugu-
rated island fountains and
storm water channels (SWC)
in Dwarka on Tuesday, in
the presence of Member of
Parliaments, Parvesh Sahib
Singh and Ramesh Bidhuri.

Saxena inaugurated 4
cascade-type horse fountains
of 12 feet each at the inter-
ceptions of Sectors 1 and 7,
and Sectors 2 and 6.

The SWC rejuvenation is
expected to address drain-
age problems in the city,
provide green space and aid
in public amenities. With
lack of proper sewage sys-
tem, the channels have been
discharging domestic waste
from nearby colonies and
areas that lack a sewage.

As a result, the SWCs
have become open sewers.
The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) undertook
the rejuvenation project to
tackle pollution, with an esti-

mate cost of Rs 300 crores.
The channels 2 and 5

pass through Dwarka Sec-

tors 8,9, 20, 23, 19, 24, 3, 13,

l

14, and 16 before merging.

with the Najafgarh drain,
failing into the Yamuna river.

SWC 2 is 5.2 kms long,
while SWC 5 has a length
of 3.8 kms. They have been
rejuvenated by sewerage
interception and treatment,
while simultaneously work-
ing on developing the sur-
rounding areas

“The channels are to act .

as greenways connecting
metro stations to the resi-
dential areas and major pub-
lic areas like Golf Course,
Bharat Vandana Park, sports
complex etc. along the entire
length of 9 km and also
incorporate a solar arcade
consisting of 44 of solar
flower with the capacity to
generate 203KWp and 30
nos. of solar tree each hay-
ing capacity of IKWp for
harnessing solar energy.to ~
be used for the lighting in '
the project area,” said DDA,
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